
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2020111 24/7 COVERAGE: MERCURYNEWS.COM » $1.50 

The newspaper of Silicon Valley

Sports: Ex-49er Gore 
signs with Jets. C1

Nation: Another 
whistleblower complaint. A4

Business: State sues Uber, Ly�  
over driver misclassification. C7

Local: It’s happening! Gordon Biersch 
will put its beer in cans. B1

Volume 169, issue 322

Business ....................C7

Classified .................. B7

Comics/TV ...............B8

Lottery ...................... A2

Legals ........................ B6

Obituaries ................. B5

Puzzles ........B2, C4, C5

Weather .................. B10

INDEXNEWS ON YOUR PHONE

Download the Mercury News  
mobile app for iPhone or Android. 6 40493 00001 1

                                          

Subscribe: 
MercuryNews.com 

©2020
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Sta� writers

Wanted: People with a talent 
for telling terrible news to total 
strangers.

As the economy reopens and 
people start venturing back 
out into the world, California’s 
counties are building an army 
of 20,000 “contact tracers” to 
find everyone who is unknow-
ingly infected by the COVID-19 
virus, preventing the ignition of 
deadly new clusters of disease.

The recruits — redeployed 
civil servants and volunteers 
across the state — will be 
trained as disease detectives, 
serving six- to 12-month-long 
gigs that demand skills ranging 
from data entry and psychology 
to project management and cri-

sis intervention.
“Ultimately, it’s customer ser-

vice,” said Contra Costa County 
Public Health Director Dan-
iel Peddycord. “We need people 
with critical thinking skills and 
empathy.”

Contact tracing, combined 
with expanded testing, is a pil-
lar of the state’s modified stay-
at-home order, Gov. Gavin New-
som announced Monday.

The goal is to track and trace 
every person in the state who 
may have been exposed, then 
quickly isolate and test them. 
Today, the new UC San Fran-
cisco Pandemic Workforce 
Training Academy, an $8.7 mil-
lion partnership with the Cal-
ifornia Department of Public 
Health, will start online train-
ings in public health techniques.

CONTACT TRACERS

Disease detectives’ goal: 
Track, trace and test
Strategy to stop virus spread is key to safe reopening

By Paul Rogers and Fiona Kelliher
Sta� writers

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Tuesday sharply 
criticized two Northern California counties 
that have defied his health guidelines and 
begun to reopen restaurant dining rooms, 
gyms, hair salons and shopping malls.

“They are making a big mistake. They are 
putting their public at risk,” Newsom said 
of Yuba and Sutter counties. “They are put-
ting our progress at risk. These are excep-
tions. The overwhelming majority of Cali-
fornians are playing by the rules and doing 
the right thing.”

The issue highlights the latest example 
of local communities bucking Newsom and 
state public health leaders’ orders as the 
coronavirus pandemic drags on, and the 
delicate balancing act he is trying to per-
form between limiting the 
spread of the disease while 
governing a huge state 
with 40 million residents 
and dramatically different 
economies, politics and 
rates of COVID-19.

The two counties, north 
of Sacramento, are mostly 
rural. Yuba County has 
72,000 residents and Sutter County about 
95,000. Combined, they have 50 reported 
cases of COVID-19 and three deaths. By con-
trast, the Bay Area, with more than 7 mil-
lion residents,  9,096 cases and 330 deaths, 
has more stringent rules that generally al-
low only “essential” businesses, including 
supermarkets, banks and gas stations, to 
operate.

Last week, the health o�cer for both 
Yuba and Sutter, Dr. Phuong Luu, issued a 
new health order that allowed a much wider 
range of businesses to open than nearly ev-
ery other county in California. The new 
rules took effect Monday.

“COVID-19 is dangerous and scary but 
it is not the only health issue,” Luu said in 
a statement Monday. “We cannot wait for 

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Newsom: 
Counties 
making a 
‘mistake’  
Yuba, Sutter, reopening in 
de�ance of health order, are 
‘putting their public at risk’ 

By Steve Holland
Reuters

WASHINGTON » The White 
House coronavirus task force 
will wind down as the coun-
try moves into a second phase 
that focuses on the after-
math of the outbreak, Presi-
dent Donald Trump said on 
Tuesday.

Trump confirmed the 
plans after Vice President 
Mike Pence, who leads the 
group, told reporters the 
White House may start mov-
ing coordination of the U.S. 
response on to federal agen-
cies in late May.

“Mike Pence and the task 
force have done a great job,” 
Trump said during a visit to 
a mask factory in Arizona. 
“But we’re now looking at a 
little bit of a different form 
and that form is safety and 
opening and we’ll have a dif-

ferent group probably set up 
for that.”

Asked if he was proclaim-
ing “mission accomplished” 
in the fight against the coro-
navirus, Trump said, “No, not 
at all. The mission accom-
plished is when it’s over.”

Trump said Anthony Fauci 
and Deborah Birx, doctors 
who assumed a high pro-
file during weeks of nation-
ally televised news briefings, 
would remain advisers af-
ter the group is dismantled. 
Fauci leads the National In-
stitute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases and Birx was 
response coordinator for the 
force.

“We can’t keep our country 

closed for the next five years,” 
Trump said, when asked why 
it was time to wind down the 
task force.

At least 70,000 people in 
the United States have died 
from COVID-19, the respi-
ratory illness caused by the 
coronavirus. The U.S. death 
toll is the highest in the world.

In Arizona, Trump ac-
knowledged the human cost 
of returning to normalcy.

“I’m not saying anything 
is perfect, and yes, will some 
people be affected? Yes. Will 
some people be affected 
badly? Yes. But we have to get 
our country open and we have 
to get it open soon,” he said.

Trump had said he would 
don a face mask if the fac-
tory was “a mask environ-
ment,” but in the end he 
wore only safety goggles dur-
ing a tour of the Honeywell 
facility. Nearly all factory 
workers and members of the 
press as well as some White 
House staff and Secret Ser-
vice agents wore masks. Se-

nior White House staff and 
Honeywell executives did not.

The president spent about 
three hours in Phoenix, tour-
ing the Honeywell factory 
and holding a roundtable 
on Native American issues. 
Aides said the trip would be 
worth the nearly eight hours 
of flight time as a symbolic 
show that the nation is taking 

THERAPEUTICS, VACCINES, ADDRESSING INFECTION

Coronavirus task force will 
move aside for second phase

By Louis Hansen
lhansen@bayareanewsgroup.com

A once-in-a-century pan-
demic, widespread lockdowns 
and economic woe — none of it 
was enough to keep Bay Area 
home prices from going up.

Bay Area single-family home 
sales fell nearly 10% in March, 
but eager buyers continued to 
push prices higher despite coro-
navirus concerns and restric-
tions.

Median sale prices in the re-
gion increased 1.5%, led by year-
over-year gains in the counties of 
Alameda (5.1%), San Mateo (6.5%) 
and Santa Clara (4.8%), accord-
ing to a Zillow analysis. Contra 
Costa County home prices grew 
1.9% from the previous March. 
The median sale price for a sin-

gle-family home in seven Bay 
Area counties was $899,800.

Fewer buyers searching for 
even fewer homes kept prices 

elevated for the third straight 
month. Median prices rose 1.9% 
in January and 2.8% in February, 

ZILLOW ANALYSIS

Your home’s value? It’s still rising
Pandemic doesn’t stop 
Bay Area prices from 
rising 3rd straight month  

Birx, Fauci to remain as advisers as  
focus changes to ‘safety’ and ‘opening’
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AP analysis: 
States with 
few coronavi-
rus cases get 
big share of 
relief aid. A4
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Airbnb lays o� nearly quarter 
of sta�; Pfizer begins human 
trials of vaccine. C7

Source: Zillow

*Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco, San Mateo,

Santa Clara, Solano and Sonoma counties
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ERIN SCHAFF — THE NEW YORK TIMES

President Donald Trump and Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, listen to 
White House coron aviru s respo nse coord inato r Dr. Debor ah Birx speak at a news conference on March 31.

“I’m not saying 
anything is 
perfect, and yes, 
will some people 
be affected? Yes. 
Will some people 
be affected badly? 
Yes. But we have 
to get our country 
open and we have 
to get it open 
soon.”
— President Donald Trump
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according to a Zillow analy-
sis of the entire region.

The pandemic has 
slowed sales, but buyers 
and sellers have retreated 
from the market at an equal 
pace. Zillow economist Jeff 
Tucker said that as sellers 
took their homes off the 
market, demand remained 
strong and prices stayed 
up. “No sign of a slowdown 
yet,” he said.

New listings in the last 
week of March fell 50% 
from the previous year in 
San Francisco and the East 
Bay, according to Zillow 
data. 

New listings in the San 
Jose metro area dropped 
34% compared with the 
previous March. 

The drops were some of 
the largest in the country, 
Tucker said.

“We entered the crisis 
with pretty much record 
low inventory,” he said. The 
pandemic has further cut 
the number of homes for 
sale, both nationally and in 
the Bay Area, he said.

March single-family 
home sales actually grew 
5.3% year-over-year in Con-
tra Costa County, according 
to Zillow. But sales fell 18% 
in Alameda, 9.3% in San 
Mateo and 9.9% in Santa 
Clara.

The median price hit 
$668,300 in Contra Costa 
County, $928,000 in Alam-
eda, $1.52 million in San 
Mateo, $1.6 million in San 
Francisco and $1.25 million 
in Santa Clara County. Data 
was unavailable for Napa 
and Marin counties.

Bay Area agents were en-
couraged by a strong start 
to the year — and then cri-
sis struck.

Bay Area shelter-in-place 
restrictions limited real 
estate transactions dur-
ing the last two weeks of 

March. Real estate agents 
were not allowed to show 
or hold open houses until 
early April. County record-
ing services were also lim-
ited as government workers 
adjusted to work-at-home 
routines and security.

Agents reported a cha-
otic and uncertain busi-
ness environment. Some 
continued to show homes, 
despite restrictions, while 
others limited their busi-
ness to calls, texts and vid-
eoconferencing.

Sandy Jamison of Tus-
cana Properties in San Jose 
said Santa Clara County 
homes have been sitting 
on the market a bit longer, 
and some deals have fallen 
through because of the eco-
nomic impacts of the pan-
demic.

But demand remained 
strong and buyers are look-
ing for deals, Jamison said. 
She plans to list four or five 
homes for auction, believ-
ing an online sale will gen-
erate more interest for her 
clients.

“The buyers still outnum-
ber the sellers,” she said. 
“That hasn’t changed.”

Sunil Sethi, a veteran 
agent in Fremont, has 
counseled sellers on the 
new procedures, including 
clauses in some contracts 

that make it easier to can-
cel a deal because of the 
pandemic. If a seller is wor-
ried about the new environ-
ment, he said, “There’s no 
use going through the pro-
cess.”

Homes listed for more 
than $2 million in Fre-
mont weren’t selling, ac-
cording to his analysis of 
sales data. Most buyers in 
that range are probably al-
ready homeowners, Sethi 
said, and might not feel 
compelled to shop during 
the pandemic.

Matt Rubenstein of East 
Bay Pro in Walnut Creek 
said many agents were 
caught flat-footed, trying to 
figure out rules for showing 
and conducting business. 
But as restrictions lifted, 
he found demand remained 
strong for starter homes in 
Contra Costa County. Most 
clients came prepared with 
masks and gloves, and Ru-
benstein had extra protec-
tive gear and sanitizer if 
needed.

Rubenstein did five deals 
in March and April. “I al-
ways deliver the keys in per-
son. No more hugs,” he said. 
“Everything but the hugs 
are there.”

Contact Louis Hansen at 
408-920-5043.
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By Los Angeles Times

New York City Mayor 
Bill de Blasio woke Tuesday 
morning to a cover of the 
New York Post featuring 
President Donald Trump 
and a headline declaring 
there would be “no bailout 
for New York.”

Taking up the fighter 
ethos of his city, beaten 
down by more than 18,000 
deaths at the hands of CO-
VID-19, De Blasio began 
his daily briefing by hold-
ing the newspaper up to 
the camera and delivering a 
personal attack at the man 
staring back at him from 
the page.

“The president of the 
United States, a former 
New Yorker who seems to 
enjoy stabbing his home-
town in the back,” De Blasio 
said, just getting started. 
“What kind of human be-
ing sees the suffering here 
and decides that the people 
of New York City don’t de-
serve help?

“Well, I’ll tell you some-
thing. Every day President 
Trump resembles more 
and more Herbert Hoover, 
the president who ignored 
the Great Depression, who 
didn’t care to put America 
back on its feet. President 
Trump wasn’t there for us 
when we needed testing to 
stop this horrible disease, 
and now he’s talking about 
not helping us in our hour 
of need. He says he’s not 
inclined to do bailouts, but 
he gave a $58 billion bail-

out to the airline industry 
and gave a $1.5 trillion bail-
out to big corporations and 
the wealthy.

“He’s a pure hypocrite.”
Nearly two months into 

the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the federal government has 
not yet passed a stimulus 
plan that sends help to the 
states for managing their 
growing debts. The $2.2 
trillion stimulus passed in 
late March sent $150 billion 
to states but was limited to 
direct use helping with the 
public health emergency.

New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said Tuesday that 
the state has a $13 billion 
debt created, in large part, 
by the loss of tax revenue 
since the novel coronavi-
rus shut down the economy, 
an amount that makes an 
eventual reopening impos-
sible without federal aid.

In his interview with the 
Post, Trump addressed the 
question of whether to of-
fer support along political 

lines.
“It’s not fair to the Re-

publicans because all the 
states that need help — 
they’re run by Democrats 
in every case,” Trump said. 
“Florida is doing phenome-
nal, Texas is doing phenom-
enal, the Midwest is, you 
know, fantastic — very lit-
tle debt. … I don’t think the 
Republicans want to be in a 
position where they bail out 
states that are, that have 
been mismanaged over a 
long period of time.”

To that idea, De Bla-
sio responded: “The pres-
ident is playing politics 
while people are suffering. 
He says it right out loud 
there. Who cares who runs 
the states? The people need 
help! Because they live in a 
state or city run by a Dem-
ocrat, does that make them 
less American in your view, 
Mr. President? It’s abso-
lutely unacceptable. We’ve 
never seen anything like it 
in the entire history of this 
republic.

“All we’re asking to do is 
get back on our feet so we 
can contribute to this na-
tional recovery. There’s not 
going to be a national re-
covery without New York 
City.” 

Cuomo said the “mis-
management” rested with 
America’s partisan Con-
gress.

“The virus doesn’t pick 
Democrats or Republicans. 
It doesn’t kill Democrats 
and Republicans. It kills 
Americans,” Cuomo said. 

CORONAVIRUS AID

De Blasio unloads on Trump, 
calls him ‘a pure hypocrite’

FRANK FRANKLIN III — AP

New York City Mayor Bill 
de Blasio ripped President 
Donald Trump after he said  
he would not bail out N.Y.

By New York Daily News

A benign gall bladder 
condition will force Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg to 
hear oral arguments from 
her hospital bed today, the 
Supreme Court announced.

Ginsburg underwent 
“nonsurgical” treatment 
for the condition at Johns 
Hopkins University Hospi-
tal in Baltimore on Tuesday, 
the Supreme Court’s public 
information o�ce said in a 
statement.

Tests showed that Gins-
burg was suffering from a 
gallstone that migrated to 
her cystic duct, blocking 

it and caus-
ing an in-
fection, said 
the court’s 
spokespeo-
ple.

“The Jus-
tice is rest-
ing com-
fortably and 
plans to participate in the 
oral argument teleconfer-
ence tomorrow (Wednes-
day) morning from the hos-
pital. She expects to stay 
in the hospital for a day or 
two,” the statement said.

Amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Supreme 
Court has started hearing 

cases by telephone. Gins-
burg participated in the 
first such hearing on Mon-
day, in a trademark dispute.

Ginsburg, 87, a Brooklyn 
native, was briefly hospital-
ized in November after bat-
tling what were reported to 
be flulike symptoms. She’s 
had four bouts with cancer.

Early in April, Ginsburg 
— who was appointed by 
President Bill Clinton, and 
is one of the court’s most 
reliably liberal justices — 
was reported to be violat-
ing strict social distanc-
ing rules by working out  
twice a week at the court’s 
gym.

SUPREME COURT

Gall bladder ailment puts Justice Ginsburg in hospital

Ginsburg
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